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In April 2005, approximately 46 percent of Rhode Island’s
unemployed workers were eligible to collect unemployment
insurance benefits.  Numbering 11,824 people, these “insured
unemployed” accounted for 2.4 percent of the state’s establishment
employment (unadjusted).  More than 34 percent (4,088) of the
Ocean State’s insured unemployed faced long-term unemployment,
defined as collecting unemployment benefits for more than fourteen
weeks.

Just over 27 percent (3,210) of the people receiving unemployment
insurance benefits were between the ages of 35 and 44, while an
additional 24 percent (2,773) were 45 to 54 years old.
Concentrations of long-term unemployment generally increased
with age, due in part to the difficulties workers face in finding new
jobs as they grow older.  For example, one half (247) of all insured
unemployed workers 65 years and older had been collecting
benefits for at least fourteen weeks, whereas 30 percent (103) of
those under 22 years of age and 33 percent (211) of 22 to 24 year
olds were considered long-term unemployed.

In April, approximately 49 percent (5,764) of those collecting
unemployment insurance benefits had just a high school diploma.
An additional 2,039 people (17.2%) had less than a high school
diploma, while 6.3 percent (743) of the insured unemployed had at
least a bachelor’s degree.  Similar rates of long-term unemployment
were noted among all educational levels.  For instance, roughly 32
percent of insured unemployed workers with a bachelor’s degree or
higher had been collecting benefits for a minimum of fourteen
weeks, while just over one-third of those without a high school
diploma were considered long-term unemployed as well.

On an industry basis, nearly 19 percent (2,221) of the state’s
insured unemployed workers came from the Manufacturing sector.
There were also 2,018 individuals with an attachment to the
Construction sector, a number which has fallen with the region’s
improved weather.  An additional 10 percent (1,210) of those
collecting unemployment insurance benefits in April had worked in
the Administrative & Waste Services sector.  Large numbers of
insured unemployed were also reported in Retail Trade (1,087),
Accommodation & Food Services (868), and Health Care & Social
Assistance (830).

More than 14 percent of the state’s insured unemployed previously
worked in Office & Administrative Support occupations,
accounting for 1,687 people.  A large number of workers previously
employed in Production (1,371) and Management (1,277)
occupations also collected unemployment insurance benefits in
April.  These occupational groups had long-term unemployment
rates of 29 percent and 39 percent, respectively.  Numerous
occupational groups, including Building & Grounds Cleaning &
Maintenance (54%), Architecture & Engineering (41%), Business
& Financial Operations (40%), and Computer & Mathematical
(39%), reported concentrations of long-term unemployment above
the state average.

Total Long-Term Percent
Long-Term

Total 11,824      4,088             34.6%
  Male 6,900        2,454             35.6%
  Female 4,924        1,634             33.2%

Age 11,824      4,088             34.6%
  Under 22 345           103                29.9%
  22 - 24 649           211                32.5%
  25 - 34 2,618        923                35.3%
  35 - 44 3,210        1,036             32.3%
  45 - 54 2,773        932                33.6%
  55 - 59 1,042        362                34.7%
  60 - 64 693           274                39.5%
  65 or over 494           247                50.0%

Education 11,824      4,088             34.6%
  Less than 9th Grade 631           224                35.5%
  9th to 12th, no diploma 1,408        466                33.1%
  High School Graduate 5,764        2,031             35.2%
  Some College 2,966        1,049             35.4%
  Bachelor's Degree 536           168                31.3%
  Beyond Bachelor's 207           73                  35.3%

Selected Industries 11,824      4,088             34.6%
  Construction 2,018        640                31.7%
  Manufacturing 2,221        728                32.8%
  Wholesale Trade 408           160                39.2%
  Retail Trade 1,087        399                36.7%
  Transportation & Warehousing 274           75                  27.4%
  Information 145           60                  41.4%
  Finance & Insurance 601           260                43.3%
  Real Estate 228           82                  36.0%
  Professional & Tech. Services 438           139                31.7%
  Administrative & Waste Services 1,210        398                32.9%
  Educational Services 95             41                  43.2%
  Health Care & Social Assistance 830           270                32.5%
  Arts, Entertainment & Recreation 291           141                48.5%
  Accommodation & Food Services 868           352                40.6%
  Other Services 390           119                30.5%
  Public Administration 85             41                  48.2%

Selected Occupations 11,824      4,088             34.6%
  Business & Financial Operations 294           116                39.5%
  Computer & Mathematical 126           49                  38.9%
  Architecture & Engineering 177           72                  40.7%
  Life, Physical & Social Science 48             15                  31.3%
  Community & Social Services 103           37                  35.9%
  Legal 40             12                  30.0%
  Education, Training & Library 136           46                  33.8%
  Arts, Design, Ent., Sports & Media 200           66                  33.0%
  Healthcare Practitioner & Technical 154           42                  27.3%
  Healthcare Support 195           50                  25.6%
  Protective Service 81             27                  33.3%
  Food Preparation & Serving Related 653           254                38.9%
  Bldg. & Grounds Cleaning & Maint. 475           255                53.7%
  Personal Care & Service 94             32                  34.0%
  Sales & Related 665           225                33.8%
  Office & Administrative Support 1,687        583                34.6%
  Construction & Extraction 1,142        377                33.0%
  Installation, Maintenance & Repair 436           166                38.1%
  Production 1,371        401                29.2%
  Transportation & Material Moving 976           344                35.2%
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